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American Legion Post #28

COMMANDER’S COMMENTS
I am proud to announce that our Post has a new Executive
Committee. The following individuals have honorably
stepped up and accepted leadership positions on the Post
28 Executive Committee for the 2020-2021 term:
· 1st Vice Commander: Jay Stevens (a Legionnaire and
SAL Squadron 28 member who served as SAL Squadron 28
Commander and recently received an Honorary Life
membership in SAL Squadron 28, and member of the Post
28 Riders). Jay brings to the 1st Vice Commander position
a well-rounded view of our Post with executive experience.
· Adjutant: Julie “JJ” Johnson, has solid experience in
personnel and organizational leadership. Her professional executive and
leadership experience will greatly enhance Post 28 operations.
· Finance Officer: Cyndy Wierenga is starting her third term as Post 28’s finance
officer and will continue as Finance Officer.
· Past Post 28 Commander, Bob Wydeck brings a wealth of executive experience
and knowledge to the Executive Committee having served as a past Post 28
Commander.
· Past Post 28 Commander, Mike Zeeff knows the operations of Post 28. His
insights and executive experience will be extremely valuable in helping launch
our Post into the next century.
Stepping up to the plate are three new Executives at Large:
· Past Assistant Director of Post 28 Riders, Chuck Potter. Chuck has put in many
hours around our Post and his passion and hard work reflects his commitment
for veterans!
· Jerry Toogood, who has solid employee-relations and communication
experience will be a valuable asset to the executive committee.
· Hoyt Fonger. Hoyt is a Service Officer and will also serve as Post 28’s interim
Sergeant-at-Arms. Hoyt brings many years and hours as an active Post member
and has served many years as a Post Service Officer and continues to serve.
Our devoted Chaplain, Duane “Smitty” Smith will continue as our Post’s Chaplain
and as head of the Post 28 Honor Guard. Dennis Siron will remain as Post 28
Historian. Garrett Veihl is continuing as a Service Officer and rounding out the list is
past Post 28 Commander, Jack Van Weelden, who will serve as our Post’s Judge
Advocate.
Please note: If you are a Legionnaire in good standing, we are looking to fill two
positions: 2nd Vice Commander and Sergeant-at-Arms. If you are interested, I would
be more than happy to speak with you about these two open positions. Email
inquiries to jeflegion28@gmail.com Or speak with any Executive Committee
member, they’ll be happy to answer your questions as well.
The Executive Committee has met twice for organizational purposes and is creating
a plan for Post operations under the current COVID-19 context upcoming year. I am
confident in the integrity and professionalism of the new Executive Committee
members in working together for the good of our Post.
During this time of year, American Legion Posts receive their membership cards. As
of this writing, I have been informed that Post 28 membership cards are in the mail.
Once we receive the cards, the processing of memberships will begin. Post 28
Legionnaires will be informed on how they may pick up their membership card at
Cont’d on page 2
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COMMANDER’S COMMENTS cont’d.

Post Newsletter – Position Available
The Post is looking for a new layout editor for the
monthly newsletter. Proficient computer skills
required. The position is open to any Legion, SAL,
or Auxiliary member. Please apply before
September; the job begins with the October
newsletter (which is done in mid-September). For
details, contact Michele at mlstetts44@gmail.com.

This column hopefully will become a permanent
addition to our Monthly Newsletter. Each month our
goal is provide a monthly article to encourage one
another and keep our focus on issues that matter. Next
month Pam Medendorp-Peck, Chaplain of the Auxiliary,
will give us some wisdom from her perspective. Our
hope is that all of our Chaplains will contribute on a
rotating basis.
As Chaplain of Post 28, I am very concerned. To the point
where I want to scream, ENOUGH! What has happened to
unity at our Post? Unity in fulfilling our mission. unity in
our cause as an organization, and unity in ensuring the
well-being of our Post?
We, as an American Legion Post, must stop falling into the
trappings of personal agendas and come together, as a
family, or face negative consequences that we may not be
able to reverse.
Soon, our Post will share with the world our story, as told
on PBS television through the Post 28 documentary, of the
fortitude and perseverance we've maintained for more
than 100-years as a family, in serving veterans, veterans'
families, and the local community.
Our current acts of disunity are negating the positive
unity depicted in the documentary. Individually, we must
look inside and ask ourselves what we can do to bring
peace and harmony into our Post. Ezekiel 22:30 proclaims
"I looked for someone to stand up for me against all
this, to repair the defenses of the city, to take a stand
for me and stand in the gap to protect this land so I
wouldn't have to destroy it.
I find a few members "Standing in the Gap" - standing for
what's right, standing for what's good, standing for what
honors our Post. But we need more active committed
members. As Post 28 Legionnaires, Sons of the American
Legion, Auxiliary, and Riders, we cannot bring healing and
harmony to our Post by sitting on the sidelines, espousing
strong opinions and feelings. We must stand up and serve
and seek unity and Stand in the Gap!
In seeking blessings for our Post, we must come together
and heal. I ask and pray that each of us look deep inside
ourselves, and honestly ask ourselves, what we, as
Legionnaires, Sons of the American Legion, Auxiliary, and
Riders want for our Post. In closing, I humbly leave this
thought: "How wonderful, how beautiful, when brothers
and sisters get along!" (Psalm 133:1).
American Legion Post #28

the Post, or have mailed if living outside Grand Haven, Spring
Lake, and Ferrysburg, MI. Picking up your Post 28
membership card at the Post is a great way to come
experience your Post and meet Executive Committee
members. More details coming soon.
Kitchen Update: The Executive Committee is discussing the
idea of hiring a Kitchen Manager. A Kitchen Manager is
typically responsible for ensuring the kitchen is compliant
with all health codes and procedures including ensuring
volunteers and staff are current on kitchen codes and
operations, menu preparation, and ordering. The Kitchen
Manager must be certified. Reopening the kitchen under the
current COVID-19 context has been extremely challenging
given monthly changes in restrictions on gatherings and
social distancing. We are establishing a reopening plan,
which reintegrates our Post’s family units, once COVID-19
government restrictions are mitigated for gatherings and
social distancing. Fresh and innovative ideas for food, while
keeping our traditional “classic” meals, is a key component of
the new vision as is ensuring that when our great volunteers
reunite, we have a safe environment for them.
Speaking of reuniting…as of this writing, our Membership
meetings at the Post are on hold due to restrictions on
gatherings and social distancing under the Governor’s
Executive Orders. Stay tuned for more updates.
On a final and exciting note…. I am happy to announce that
the Post 28 documentary will broadcast August 25, 2020 at
6:00 PM EST on two West Michigan PBS stations: WGVU
(Grand Rapids, MI) and WGVK (Kalamazoo, MI). This is an
exciting moment for our Post. The history of our first 100years will be shared with viewers throughout the West
Michigan-area and beyond. The documentary will also be
screened for the community of Grand Haven on September
4, 2020 in downtown Grand Haven at Lynn Sherwood
Waterfront Stadium. Post 28 is co-hosting this screening with
the Loutit District Library. The documentary will broadcast
on a big, outdoor screen. More details to come.
In closing, I would like to thank all those who sent kind
words of encouragement and support over the last two
months. Although our Post sailed through some rough seas,
we are now navigating into smoother waters, thanks to the
honorable Legionnaires who stepped up to serve our great
Post when needed. And you, the honorable members, who
make our Post the best. Together, we will launch Post 28
better than ever into the next century.
Commander Janet
If you know of anyone who should be added
to this list, or would benefit from a call from
me as their Chaplain, please let me know @
dstirlingsmith70@gmail.com, or 616.502.1555.

SICK CALL

In His and Your Service, Duane "Smitty" Smith,
Chaplain

George Bryant, Walter Pedersen, Jim “Jimbo” Land,
George Bennett, Charles Davis, Ken Kelly, Carl Kuzyk,
Mike Ey, Jim Vette, Darrel Myers, and all of our Legion
family who are mourning the passing of loved ones.
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AUXILIARY
As we head into the final month of
summer, I am reflecting on the ongoing
impact of the pandemic, which for Auxiliary
means we have not met together as
members since February! Your Auxiliary
Executive Committee (Officers and Executive Board
Members) met recently to review the 2020-2021 budget,
and the challenges we are facing in serving our veterans
these days. Unfortunately there is no way to know how long
the current limitations will last, and we discussed the
potential that even the December fruit plates for veterans
could be impacted. Hopefully not!!!
Since many of our members who attend our meetings are
in the health high risk group, as well as there is currently
almost no unit, district or department news / business, we
have decided we will NOT meet in August and September.
Meanwhile, please note that the Post is looking for
volunteers from time to time to serve pizzas, as well as we
can all support a Veteran in our own circle of family / friends
until we are able to do more together! Please contact Pat
Best (onlythebest@charter.net), our VA&R Chair, if you
would like to adopt a veteran in one of our local care
facilities - they would love to hear from us during this lonely
time when visitors are not permitted.
We may be apart for a season, but once we are back
together, I hope that we can re-engage with passion and
energy to make up for the lost time! Let's keep each other in
our thoughts and prayers, especially our members who may
be struggling with health, loneliness, and financial or other
issues.
Darlene DeHaan, Auxiliary President & PR Chair

The Auxiliary recently learned of several 2019/2020 Public
Relations awards presented by the Fifth District:
Leslie F. Kefghan Award – unit with the most inches of
publicity in a daily newspaper
Best Unit “Letter Style” Newsletter
Best Unit/Post Joint Newsletter

SAL
At our July meeting we approved nine new
members. Please help me welcome these new
members to Post 28: Jeffery Beukema, David
Jezak, Reid Miller, Nathan Patterson, Philip J
Poel, Justin Stevens, John Vanslambrouck, Jeff Wickman and
Todd Young. Our next meeting is August 3 and starts @ 7:30
p.m. I encourage all members to attend.
We also approved the resolution to maintain the status quo
of SAL Officers for the year 2020 – 2021.
It was great getting back together to a bit of normalcy, as
we practiced social distancing. Everyone’s patience is
appreciated as the Post has now re-opened and events get
established based on the Covid-19 restrictions.
The SAL Golf Outing date is August 22. Get your foursomes
together. Registration forms are available at the Post.
Serving Veterans and the Community
Ross Berens, SAL Commander

LEGION RIDERS
The Riders had two rides this month, one to
Hardy Dam, the other to Mackinac Bridge.
Everyone returned safe.
The Riders are planning two rides in
September, one to Kalamazoo Air Museum
and the other to Gilmore Car Museum. Dates to be
determined.
Thank you. Ride safe.
Post 28 Legion Riders Director Gerald Keen.

Honor guard
The Honor Guard had a
large presence at the
service for Bud Bleyaert
(Army, Korea).

The winning entries have been submitted for consideration
for Department awards.
Congratulations to Unit 28 PR Chair, Darlene DeHaan!

8 & 40 salon 499
Rebecca Glockzin, Le Chapeau
Cheryl George, Chapeau Premier
Michele Stetts, Cassiere/Secretaire Noreen Sayranian, L’Aumonier
Louise Svoboda, Concierge
Myrna Puse, L’Archiviste

Greetings, Partners!
As recommended by Departemental de Michigan, 20192020 officers will remain in place through the 2020-2021
fiscal year. Also, our monthly meetings are on standby
until further notice. Please stay safe & healthy!
Le Chapeau, Becky
American Legion Post #28
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Around The Bar
Auxiliary member and VA&R Chair, Pat Best, is the
ultimate volunteer! One of the many tasks she has taken on
over the years is providing photographs of gravesites (in
local cemeteries) and accompanying information to the
website www.findagrave.com, which you may have come
across through an ancestry research. On August 8, 2013, Pat
submitted information on Larry Goff, with whom she went
to Grand Haven High School. Recently, Nathanael Ford
shared a memory of Larry via www.findagrave.com. That
memory is best portrayed by the actual exchanges between
Pat and Nathanael. Their notes are presented below…grab
the Kleenex!
(7/6/2020) Hello this is not an edit suggestion. I don’t
know if the person in charge of this “find a grave” is related
to Larry or knows his family, but I do have some information
I’d like to share. My dad served in Vietnam with Larry. In
fact my dad was quite possibly the last person that Larry
communicated with. My dad was the medic and was called
when Larry went down. Larry was still able to talk when my
dad got to him. Larry had a smile on his face and my dad
asked him why he was smiling, to which he replied “Can’t
you see the angels that are coming to get me?” Larry passed
away shortly thereafter. I believe Larry left a lasting
impression on my dad. He also stated that Larry was a quiet
man who kept to himself and often read his Bible during
downtime. I’m hoping this info helps his loved ones.
Nathanael Ford
(7/6/2020) Dear Nathanael, I want to thank you for
sending me the information on Larry. There is more to the
story. Larry and I went to high school together and were
"boyfriend/girlfriend.” He lived a couple doors down from
my aunt and uncle so when my family went over there,
Larry would come over. We were both too young to drive so
never really went out on a date. We remained friends and he
sent a couple letters while in Vietnam. I received the last
letter that he sent. I gave it to his mother. To get your
information just took my breath away. Thank you for
sending it and thank you to your father for caring for Larry.
So good to know the angels were there for him. Can you tell
me where your family is from?
Pat Best
((7/8/2020) You’re welcome. This is a story that I’ve
heard my dad recount throughout my life. After my dad
returned from Vietnam in September of 1969, he and my
mom were married in October. A few years later, my dad
became a Baptist Minister and has told this story in his
messages for the last 40 years or so. So several people in
Northeast Alabama where we live have heard this story. For
some reason I was thinking about this the other day and
decided to do a search on Ancestry, which led me to his “find
a grave.” Also, I know that my dad witnessed several young
men draw their last breath, but Larry is the only name he’s
ever mentioned.
Nathanael Ford
(7/8/2020) I was at a gathering yesterday where most
were Vietnam Vets and their wives. I made a copy of your
first note and brought it with me. Most of the Vets are from
this area and a couple went to school with Larry. They all
American Legion Post #28

I want to thank all the Members, their family
and guests for being patient as we continue to comply with
State and Federal Covid mandates. Good news is we've
been able to open the upstairs bar, porch and patio to help
accommodate you.
Which brings me to our fabulous bar staff. First I want to
thank Kaleena and Chelsea who were offered management
positions and made the tough decision to take those
opportunities. We also lost Richie, who made another tough
decision to take a different opportunity in town. I know you
will all join me in wishing them the best of luck.
But, CJ and Mary are still behind the bar to serve you with
their smiles. We have added new smiles and personalities
to help serve you. Please say hi and introduce yourself if
you haven't already during your next visit.
Matt, Brandon, Tim, Bill, Tom, Denny, Missy, Danielle,
Lindsey, Judy (Hey Jud) and Christine. At this time five are
members, one is married to a member, and three are
applying for their membership. We are excited to bring all
this new energy to our Post.
After a long delay, our pizza crews are back making
pizzas, they are available from 4-7 most days for you to
enjoy. If you would like to volunteer to cook them please
sign up at the bar.
I would like to thank you for your patience and
understanding during this unprecedented time.
Lori, Post Manager

were so pleased I shared your note with them. I received
many thank-yous for sharing and I am also thanking you
again for passing this information on to me. Please thank
your father for being there for Larry and for keeping his
story alive. God Bless you all.
Pat Best
(7/9/2020) You’re welcome. I was hoping that this story
would find its’ way to those who knew and cared for Larry.
I wasn’t sure if he had any family living, but I can tell you
that you and the ones you shared this with cared and loved
Larry. Although I never knew him, and my dad probably
only knew him for about one month, he always felt like
someone I knew my whole life. I’m certain it would’ve been
an honor and pleasure to know him. Yes I’ll let my dad
know what you said. May God Bless you as well.
Nathanael Ford
Rest in Peace, Larry Goff.
Michigan PFC Co. C, 68
ENGR BN BSM-PH
Vietnam
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Now, more than ever, our veterans need your support. Please consider making a donation to the Auxiliary’s Poppy Fund.
One hundred percent of your donations support veterans, active duty personnel, and their families.
MAIL in a donation to:
ALA Unit 28
ATTN: Poppy Fund
700 S. Harbor Dr.
Grand Haven, MI 49417
(Checks payable to ALA Unit 28)

Sunday

PAY ONLINE, anytime, with a credit/debit card, at:

https://www.americanlegiongh.org
click on the INFO menu, select DONATE,
then choose POPPY PROGRAM.
Thank you for your support of veterans.
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calendar
updates
@ 14
10
11
12
13
15
https://www.facebook.com/pg/veteranswithacause.org/posts/?ref=page_internal

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

American Legion Post #28

Issue #1191 August 2020

