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COMMANDER’S COMMENTS
Dear Comrades:
It seems that our little Post in Grand Haven is getting noticed!
In October we have had visits from the National Commander of
the American Legion, The Department of Michigan Commander
and the National President of the Auxiliary. All were impressed
by our location but I was quick to point out that it is our
PEOPLE that make this Post a success! YOU are the reason we
continue to flourish when many around us are barely surviving.
It is YOUR determination to continue the good work for
Veterans that we do! I couldn’t be more proud and grateful!
Having said that, I need to remind everyone that we cannot rest on our laurels. We still
need people to step up, especially for the Charitable Gaming committee. A major part of
our income derives from this activity and if we were to have enough people the actual
work would involve a few hours a week every other week…or less. Bob Wydeck and his
wife, Kathy, have been “going it alone” for far too long and have done a wonderful job!
But they want help. So, if you have a few hours to give every other week, and especially if
you are well versed in computer skills, we need you!
We had our first fish fry in a long time on 13 October. It took us a little while to get back
in the “groove” but I heard nothing but compliments on the service and the quality of the
fish. Thanks to all who contributed their time and expertise in this endeavor! I would
especially like to thank Rick and Karyn White and Harold and Joyce Weaver for
organizing this event.
CONSTITUTION & BY-LAWS
On November 11th we will
Post Constitution and By-laws changes will be reviewed at
have our Veteran’s Day
the December 7, 2021 Post membership meeting and
dinner. We will have 10 oz.
submitted for approval at the January 4, 2022 membership
cuts of Prime Rib and all the
meeting. You can review these proposed changes
“fix in’s”. The dinner will
at americanlegiongh.org or on the Post bulletin board.
focus on appreciation of
Veterans regardless of their service during conflicts or peacetime. There will be no
charge to Veterans and a nominal charge of $10.00 for their non-veteran guests. (One
guest per veteran please!) Tickets will be available soon at the bar. In advance, I would
like to thank our Auxiliary and SAL volunteers for their help with this event. If you have a
uniform that you can still fit into, wear it! If not, come as you are!
I often hear comments from veterans that they did not do much while serving our
country. That could not be further from the truth! Every last one of you signed the form
that said you would “defend and protect the Constitution of the United States”. At any
time in our history, it has taken around 80% of the military to support and supply the
20% who actually saw combat. Without that support those people could not do their job.
EVERYONE who served contributed greatly to the success of every mission. Remember
always that only around 1% of people in this country have served or are serving in the
military. We are all special and need to be proud of that fact! I am extremely proud of
everyone who served our country honorably.
Have a blessed and happy Thanksgiving. Give thanks for those who are not with us
anymore. Give thanks for the families that supported and continue to support us. As for
me, I will give thanks for all of you!
In service to the American Legion, Doc
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AUXILIARY
This month I would like to turn our focus to Girls State,
which is a very important Auxiliary Program that requires
ongoing focus October - June for our co-chairs, Helen Alberts
and Karen Flanigan. Helen and Karen are already working to
recruit and encourage high school juniors who want to be a
Girls State delegate at MSU in June 2022, which is no small
task since Girls State is one week long, begins just one short
week after the school year is done, and requires each
participant to be FULLY engaged in all of the activities.
It is difficult to describe what Girls State is, but to quote the
brochure, "The American Legion Auxiliary Girls State program,
first presented in the late 1930s, is one of the most respected
experiential learning programs in the United States. Guided by
the principle “For God and Country,” the program epitomizes
the ALA’s mission to honor those who have brought us our
freedom by continuing to train young women to be leaders
grounded in patriotism and Americanism." WOW!!! Bottom
line, Girls State provides each girl "experience" using created
scenarios in how our government functions...including
running for office, holding elections, dealing with court cases
and working with community governments. They learn skills
that will benefit them throughout their lives, including
leadership, public speaking and problem solving to name just
a few. The girls have opportunities to talk to past and present
government officials, business leaders and military personnel.
And very importantly, in the process of working together, the
girls form lasting friendships and meet people who will help
them achieve their goals in whatever career they choose!
The cost for Girls State, which is covered by our Auxiliary, is
expensive ($400 per girl in 2022), but the value far outweighs
the cost, according to the students! We sponsored eight
students this past June, which was very surprising, since Girls
State was held virtually due to COVID, and we incorrectly

thought no one would want to do yet another virtual "class".
However, according to Carol Ventocilla, one of the delegates who
spoke at our September
Auxiliary meeting, there were
incredible benefits to the
program, as she learned how
important our representatives
are, (she met a few via Zoom),
and learned the importance of
decision-making despite
differing opinions, especially
as you work to "come together
for the good of the people"!
She appreciated the help of a
college student mentor who
helped her see the big picture.
I would like to officially
welcome our new Education
Chair, Mary Ade, who is a
recently retired special education
2021 Girls State delegate,
teacher. Mary is excited to get
Carol Ventocilla (SLHS)
involved with our Auxiliary using
her experience and passion for students and teachers, but in a
different way than actually teaching. She already is working on a
new project for us to gift an awesome list of books to local
schools!!! Please watch for details on our FB site…we will be
promoting this project in honor of American Education Week,
which is November 15-19!
Please remember to honor the Veterans in your life on
Veteran's Day, November 11! Their sacrifice was and continues
to be something we all are extremely grateful for!
Happy Thanksgiving to all of you!
Darlene DeHaan, Auxiliary President & PR Chair

SAL
Hello SAL Members!
At our October 4th. SAL Meeting, 30 new members were
approved. Please help me welcome Mark Beeman, Randy
Bolitho, John Borgia, Mick Bricker, Dan Chatman, Paul
Christiansen, Craig Dalman, Douglas DerVartanian, Bob Drost,
Timothy Ederer, Cory Essenberg, Craig Gruner, Douglas
Hutchings, Ryan Kelly, Jason Mackay, Steve Maghielse, Joseph
Malawitz Sr, John McCann, Dannie McDonald, Shane Mooney,
Logan Naperala, Martin Payne, James R0sendall Jr, Brandon
Roskowski, Andrew Ruiter, Donald Shampine, Willard
TenHave, Jake Vallier, Jeff Vanderwoude, and James
VanSprange.
2022 SAL Membership Renewal Cards are in……there will
be opportunities at the Post over the next couple of months to
get your new card.
The next meeting with be held Monday, November 1st @
7pm. Hope to see you there!!!!

Jimmie Bones (Kid Rock keyboardist) and Donald Kinsey (Albert
King, Bob Marley and the Wailers, and Peter Tosh) performed Sept
25th to a full house at Post 28’s “Rockin’ and Blues” event. Thank you
to our event sponsors: Must Love Dogs, Lucy’s Deli, Chris Petras, John
Petras, and Laura Gourlay.
Photo courtesy of SAL Squadron 28 member, Chris Petras

Serving Veterans, their Families and the Community
Jeff Warner, SAL Commander

American Legion Post #28
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Post MEMBERSHIP NEWS

NEW MEMBERS
Joe Domasik, USA
Gary Duncan, USN
Timothy Nauslar, USN
Curtis Klein, USA
Clifford Bromley, USAF
Jean Parks, USA
David Lente, Active USA
James Welsh, USAF
Steven Vink, USA
Jonathan Scott, USCG
Grant Young, USA
William Keenan, USMC
Mark Bork, USA
Richard Cousineau, USN
Hayden Binder, USMC
Allen Carroll, USN

Clifford Dungey, USA
Curt Du Pont, USMC
Timothy Fairdield, USA
Kenneth Gilsdorf, USA
William Hetzel, USAF
Robert Howard, USA
Benyle Jordan, USA
Paul Murin, USA
Christopher Munley, USA
Sara Parks, USAF
John Peltier, USA
Jay Reeb, USN
Michael Sayers, USA
Ken Schramm, USN
Irwin Strevr, USA
Richard Suchecki, USMC
Aaron Urbanawiz, USCG

Sick Call

John Strickland, Active USAF
Chris Juntunen, USA
Jacob Fulton, USA
Donald Leitz, USA
Liam Wohlberg, USMC
Troy Terhaar, USA
Lewis LaPlante, USN
Patrick Bourdon, USA
James Oudendyk, USAF
Stephen Rutledge, USN
TRANFERS
Kenneth Machiorlatti, USAF
Robert Kieft, USN
Steve Schember, USCG
Kenton Davies, USA

TAPS WERE PLAYED FOR:

Jim “Jimbo” Land, Charles Davis, Ken Kelly, Jack Gardner,
George “Skip” Schippers

AMERICAN LEGION GOODFELLOWS

Goodfellows time is rapidly approaching
If you would like to contribute to this program,
Goodfellows: c/o American Legion Post #28
700 S. Harbor Drive, Grand Haven MI 49417
We are anticipating a great need again this year for toys and
clothing for needy children who are referred to us by the
Salvation Army, which serves as our clearinghouse.
The Goodfellows, What Do They Do? For over eighty
years, the American Legion Post #28 Goodfellows program
has worked to make
sure that the needy
children in the area have
a good Christmas. We
furnish each child with
new clothes, along with
toys, games and candy. The Goodfellows Committee is made
up from Legion, SAL, and Auxiliary members, along with
support from the local Fire Departments and the Grand Haven
Eagles.
Shoppers will need to pick up their list between 6:00 and
8:00 pm on December 2nd, 2021 at the Post. Shopping must be
completed and brought to the Post on or before December
11th. Packing will take place the week of December 6th
starting at 9 am daily.
Distribution of gifts will be on December 15th and 16th from
the Salvation Army between 10am to 6pm. Helpers are
needed at these times to load boxes into cars. Contact Paul
Kubicek at (616) 240-7297 for sign-up.
Goodfellows is a 501c (3) non-profit organization and relies
on generosity of our community. Your contribution is tax
deductable to the extent allowed by law.
Thank you everyone – The Goodfellows Committee
Ray Ribbink, Chairperson
American Legion Post #28

Frank VanderMeer, USA
Lyle Myers, USMC
Joshua Tomes, USN
Kristopher Dukert, USMC
Joshua Miller, USN
Dani Miller, USN
Steven Sterk, USN
George Gargett, USA
Sverre Olsen, USAF
Daniel Scott, USCG
John Hardgrove, USCG
Richard Berryman, USMC
Roy Schmidt, USMC
Rolland Brado, USA
Steven Trute, USN
Charles Soderquist, USAF
Leo Nycholas, Active USAF

George Wilkins, USN
James Winskas, USA
James Vink, USA
Darrel Myers, USAF
Dr. Robert McLuckie, USAF
The Navy helped with two services, and the Army helped with
one.

VEGAS NIGHT – Volunteers Needed

Vegas Night will be on Saturday, January 29, 2022 from 6 pm
until midnight. Volunteer sign-up sheets are posted at the
bar. All dealers must fill out the background check form
completely, and provide a copy of
their driver’s license. We also need
people to sell poker chips, work as
bar backs, help with trash, etc. ALL
FORMS MUST BE TURNED IN BY
NOVEMBER 15. Remember you
must be a member to volunteer. Any
questions please contact Chris Jarvis
(616) 402-1598.

Chaplain’s Corner
Please support our Blue Star Families
during these stressful times. Unite in
prayer that their loved ones, their military
children, are safe, secure and protected
around the globe.
Continue to pray for the safety and
protection of our military. May God protect
the ideals of our Founding Fathers.
Pam Medendorp-Peck, Auxiliary Chaplain
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Dear Post 28 MEAL / FOOD PREP VOLUNTEERS,
First of all, we want to say “THANKYOU!” for
helping to make our Post a great place to visit and to
eat great food! Our Wednesday night dinners,
Thursday Seafood nights, Friday burger nights and
pizza sales have been going strong, and we could
not do it without you!
Secondly, we want to ask for your help as we work
to organize everything. There are three storage
spaces that we are utilizing:
•

•

•

Kitchen storage shelves – Most of our
frequently used kitchen equipment and utensils
are stored here, as well as spices, cooking oils,
salt / sugar packets, and a few miscellaneous
items.
Upstairs storage room (back of the dining
room) – This contains the remaining kitchen
equipment and serving dishes, new unopened
containers of food, gloves, bar cups, cleaning
rags, aprons, garbage bags, chafer frames, etc.
Basement (room at the end of the hallway) –
storage for ALL large roasters and ALL plates,
bowls, cups, to go containers, napkins, etc.

We are in the process of labeling all storage spaces
to make it easy to find the proper location, and we
are asking for the help of all Volunteer Teams to keep
things organized and in the correct location. This
not only helps everyone find what they need, it also
helps our Post Manager take an accurate inventory
and order appropriately. Please take a tour of these
areas, and let us know if you have any questions or
suggestions.

Please note that any cooking / serving equipment
from the storage room must be sanitized before
use. Everything in the kitchen has already been
sanitized if everyone is following procedures. FOOD
SAFETY IS OUR #1 GOAL!
There are two labeled shelves in the upstairs storage
room which may be used for a small quantity of
open packages of plates / bowls / to go’s, etc. after a
meal, but they must be fully enclosed in the
original packaging or a clean garbage bag to
avoid contamination. Please take unopened
packages back downstairs.
We will be posting signs with helpful reminders and
kitchen procedures over the next few weeks. Please
note that these procedures support compliance
with the Ottawa County Health Department
requirements, and allow us to have a food
license at Post 28.
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel
free to reach out to a kitchen committee member for
help. Thanks again for your service to Post 28!
Your Post 28 Kitchen Committee:
Mike Thurber (Chair) –
Michael.thurber76@gmail.com
Rick White – slider3350@aol.com
Karyn White - karynrene2814@outlook.com
Marc / Darlene DeHaan – marcdarlene@gmail.com
Pauline Niskanan
Yale Pope – yale.pope@charter.net
Harold Weaver
Gerald Keen - gerald.keen88@gmail.com

Food & Fun with the VFW Auxiliary!
American Legion Post #28
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SUNDAY

MONDAY
01
7 pm
SAL Meeting

TUESDAY
02
6 pm
House
Committee
7 pm
Post Meeting

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

03

04

5-7 PM
SUCCULENT
SWISS STEAK
DINNER

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

05
Burger Night
(Doublestein
Flippers)

06

11
Veterans
Day Dinner

12

13

18

19

5-7 pm
Seafood
Thursday

noon - 2 pm
Early Bird
Special
$1.00
Margaritas

$1 Domestic Cans

07

08

09

10
5-7 PM
PERCH
DINNER

1832
The first streetcar
went into operation.
1968
Yale University goes
co-ed.

15
Vegas Night
Volunteer
forms are
due today!

16

6 pm
Executive
Committee
Meeting

17

5-7 PM
CHOPS
MEATLOAF
DINNER

5-7 pm
Seafood
Thursday

22

1863
Aabraham Lincoln
delivers the
Gettysburg Address.

noon - 2 pm
Early Bird
Special
$1.00
Margaritas

23

7 pm
Auxiliary
Meeting

24

7 PM

25
Post Closed

26
Burger Night
(SAL)

27

Noon

vs
Ohio State
Party

NO DINNER
$1 Domestic Cans

$1 Domestic Drafts

28

TBA

20

$1 Domestic Cans

$1 Domestic Drafts

21

noon - 2 pm
Early Bird
Special
$1.00
Margaritas

$1 Domestic Cans

$1 Domestic Drafts

14

TBA

29

$1 Domestic Drafts

American Legion Post #28

30

$1 Domestic Cans
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